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1. Overview.
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As Tennessee's number two industry, tourism is a significant contributor to the overall economic 
development and vitality of Tennessee. With recent years marking the largest visitor spending nationally 
in Tennessee's history, it is imperative for the State to continue making key investments in events that 
drive job creation, tax revenue, and stimulate visitor spending. 

The purpose of the Tennessee Special Event Fund (the "Fund") is to provide monetary resources for 
bidding on and securing major events capable of generating $10,000,000 or more in direct economic 
impact or $1,000,000 in state and local tax generation unless determined to be an Underrepresented Event 
Location. The Fund demonstrates a monetary commitment on the state level to attract and maintain high­
profile events to call Tennessee home. This incentive-based grant program allows Tennessee a competitive 
advantage in securing events that promise measurable performance outcomes, including tangible 
economic impact to communities. This policy governs the respective requirements for the Fund. 

2. Administration.

The Fund is administered by the Tennessee Department of Tourist Development, hereinafter TDTD. In 
2022, the Tennessee General Assembly allocated $25,000,000 to TDTD's budget for consideration 
of incentives for qualifying events. The Fund will provide funds for bid fees to Eligible Applicants 
attracting high economic impact events to Tennessee. TDTD is tasked with reviewing all applications 
for the Fund. Final approval for allocations of funds is the decision of the Commissioner of the Department 
of Tourist Development and any state entities so needed. 

3. Definitions.

i. Bid: means a host, bid, sanctioning or site fee that is required in connection with an Event application.

ii. Good Standing: means the Eligible Applicant has not had a vendor complaint within the last five (5)
years filed with the state of Tennessee Central Procurement Office and is legally authorized to conduct
business in the state of Tennessee.












